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Period for Reply * 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of DraftspersorTs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) CD Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mai! Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060108 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,614 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3618 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-13 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Simjian (4,887,836). 

Simjian in figures 1-8, discloses a cart for transporting objects. The cart 
comprises a base structure (22) upon which the objects may be disposed. The base 
structure has posterior and anterior ends and opposing first and second sides. The 
base structure also includes a pair of first wheels (24) mounted to the base structure 
and disposed toward a first side of the base structure, a pair of second wheels (24) 
mounted to the base structure and disposed toward a second side of the base structure. 
Simjian also discloses a housing, which is defined by side panels (18, 20), rear and 
front panels (12, 14), which are mounted to the base structure and at least partially 
defining an interior channel (44). The housing extends in a longitudinal direction of the 
cart and being disposed midway along a width of the cart. Simjian also discloses an 
elongated tongue (42) adapted for connection to another cart. The tongue being at 
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least partially disposed in the channel and being movable between a retracted position, 
wherein a majority of the tongue is disposed inside the channel, and an extended 
position, wherein a majority of the tongue is disposed outside the channel. Simjian 
further discloses an actuator (58) having a leaf spring (68) connected to the tongue and 
disposed laterally outward from the housing. The actuator being operable, upon 
manipulation by an operator, to move the tongue from the retracted position to the 
extended position. 

Regarding claim 2, Simjian discloses the actuator, which is movable along a 
linear path between a deactivated position and an activated position, wherein 
movement of the actuator from the deactivated position to the activated position moves 
the tongue from the retracted position to the extended position. 

Regarding claim 3, Simjian discloses the path of the actuator, which is horizontal. 

Regarding claim 4, Simjian discloses the path extending in the longitudinal 
direction of the cart. 

Regarding claim 5, Simjian discloses the actuator, which is connected to the 
tongue by an elongated extension rod (61). The rod extending laterally outward from 
the tongue at about a right angle from the tongue. 

Regarding claim 6, Simjian discloses front and rear structures and first and 
second side structures, which are secured to the base structure and extending upwardly 
therefrom. 

Regarding claim 7, Simjian discloses the actuator, which is spaced below the 
base structure. 
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Regarding claim 8, Simjian discloses the actuator, which is a foot plate having a 
planar contact surface disposed perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of the cart. 

Regarding claim 9, Simjian discloses the foot plate, which is in the activated 
position. The foot plate is disposed proximate to a front one of the first wheels, and 
when the foot plate is in the deactivated position, the foot plate is disposed distal to the 
front one of the first wheels. 

Regarding claim 10, Simjian discloses the foot plate having an outermost vertical 
edge that is disposed inwardly from an outermost portion of the base structure on the 
first side of the base structure. 

Regarding claim 11, Simjian discloses the outermost vertical edge of the foot 
plate, which is disposed laterally outward from the first wheels when circumferences of 
the first wheels are aligned. 

Regarding claim 12, Simjian discloses the actuator, which is disposed laterally 
outward from the base structure. 

Regarding claim 13, Simjian discloses the actuator, which is vertically aligned 
with the base structure. 

Regarding claim 29, Simjian discloses a tongue locking apparatus (68) 
selectively operable to lock the tongue in the extended and retracted positions. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicants arguments filed 1 1/25/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. In response to applicant's remark on page 13 that group IV, figure 10 is 
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not truly a separate species of invention, but rather illustrates a structure for connecting 
a tongue from a second cart to a hitch of a first cart. The examiner disagrees, because 
on page 17, of the specification describe the figure 10, which is a fourth embodiment of 
the invention including a hitch, an actuator bar and an actuator plate. Therefore, figure 
10 is a separate species of the invention. On page 1 5 of the applicant's remark that 
Simjian handle (42) cannot be construes as an "elongate tongue adapted for connection 
to another cart". The examiner disagrees, because Simjian in figure 6, discloses a 
handle (42) having an opening portion (78). The opening portion has a structure that 
capable of connecting to another cart (Notice the term "adapted" is capable of being 
adapted or to be come adapted). Therefore, the opening portion (78) is adapted to 
connect to another cart. Simjian also discloses a leaf spring (68) having an actuator 
connected to the tongue for engaging and manipulation by an operator to move the 
tongue from retracted position to the extended position. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 30 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

The prior art does not teach the cart as recited in claim 30, which include housing 
having a bottom wall having a roller opening formed therein, wherein a first roller is 
mounted to the bottom wall and at least partially extends through the roller opening and 
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wherein a second roller is mounted to a tongue and wherein the tongue is movably 
supported above the bottom wall of the housing by the first and second rollers. This 
recitation, in combination with the rest of the recited elements, clearly defines over the 
prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hau V. Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-6696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christ Ellis can be reached on 571-272-6914. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Hau V Phan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 



